
TIME SESSIONS
8:00 to 9:00am REGISTRATION OPEN with exhibitor booths, coffee and networking

9:00 to 9:30am WELCOMING AND OPENING REMARKS
Robert Simpson, CEO, CenterState Corporation of Economic Opportunity
Donna Gillespie, CEO, Kingston Economic Development Corporation
Nancy Ross, Vice-Principal – Research, Queen’s University
David Amberg, Vice President – Research, SUNY Upstate Medical University

9:30 to 10:15am KEYNOTE SPEAKER ALLISON TURNER, Co-Founder and Director of  
Product Development, PnuVax

10:15 to 10:30am BIO-BREAK AND NETWORKING

10:30 to 11:30am PANEL DISCUSSION: LIFE AFTER COVID-19 AND HOW HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 
NEED TO ADAPT AND GLOBAL HEALTH/INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Dr. Stephen J. Thomas, Professor of Medicine, Professor of Microbiology & 
Immunology, and Infectious Diseases Physician-scientist, SUNY Upstate Medical 
University
Dr. Gerald Evans, Chair of the Division of Infectious Diseases and Professor in 
the Departments of Medicine, Biomedical & Molecular Sciences and Pathology & 
Molecular Medicine, Queen’s University
Dr. Steve Smith, Deputy Vice-Principal Research at Queen’s University as well as 
Vice President, Health Sciences Research at Kingston Health Sciences Centre, and 
President & CEO of the Kingston General Health Research Institute

11:30 to 12:30pm LUNCH PRESENTATION, REIMAGINING THE HOSPITAL, 
Dr. Robert Corona, CEO of Upstate Medical University

12:30 to 1:15pm MAYOR’S FIRESIDE CHAT
Bryan Paterson, Mayor, City of Kingston
Ben Walsh, Mayor, City of Syracuse

1:15 to 2:00pm LYME DISEASE RESEARCH PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
Dr. Saravanan Thangamani, SUNY Empire Innovation Professor at the Upstate 
Medical University and Director of the SUNY Center for Vector-Borne Diseases and 
the Vector Biocontainment Laboratories
Dr. Robert Colautti, Professor in the Department of Biology at Queen’s University

2:00 to 2:15pm BIO-BREAK AND NETWORKING

2:15 to 3:35pm PITCH COMPETITION: Five life sciences companies competing for $5,000CAD top 
prize facilitated by Dunin-Deshpande Queen’s Innovation Centre

3:35 to 4:00pm CLOSING REMARKS and judges deliberations

4:00pm PITCH AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT 
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